
English Literature A-level
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS- 8 IN ENGLISH LITERATURE. 
AN ENTHUSIASTIC 7 WOULD STILL BE ACCEPTED!



Core English
Three lessons a week with one teacher.

Two examinations and two 
qualifications by the end of the year.

The first is the ESB Level 3 examination 
- a speaking exam equivalent 

to Grade 8 in Music. 

A Distinction is worth more UCAS 
points than an EPQ.

The second exam is the AP English 
Language and Composition 

exam in May.

This exam includes a multiple 
choice section and an argumentative 
writing section - you debate topical 

issues in writing.

Ideal for anyone considering 
studying Law or Journalism. 

Or anyone intending on studying in the 
US as AP is a recognised qualification. 

It has also resulted in reduced offers 
in the UK.



A-level: The Course
• Edexcel English Literature A Level (9ET0)
• 3 examinations (2hrs 15mins, 1hr, 2hr 15mins) 

All open book – clean texts 
• One non-examination assessment
• Component 1: Drama (incl. Shakespeare) (30%)
• Component 2: Prose (incl. 1 pre-1900 text) (20%)
• Component 3: Poetry (incl. unseen and post 2000 poetry) (30%)
• Component 4: Coursework (2,500-3,000 word comparative essay) 

(20%)



Component 1: Drama (tragedy or comedy)



Component 2: Prose



Component 3: Poetry

• Component 
3: Poetry



Component 3: Poetry



Component 4: Coursework
• Students and teachers have free choice of two 

texts which may be linked by theme, author, 
movement or period

• Students must select different texts from those 
studied in Component 1

• Advisory word count is 2500-3000 words, with 
the upper word limit recommended

• Teachers should provide students with a short 
course on referencing, researching and proof-
reading

• Teachers will mark one draft to give general 
guidance and ensure students’ work is their own

• Teachers mark the final work using the provided 
assessment criteria.



Enrichment: Theatre Trips



Enrichment: Residential Trip
Venice



Combinations and Possibilities

Humanities subjects (e.g. History, 
Government and Politics, R.S.)

Languages (including Latin)
University Courses (English, 

History, Law, Journalism, Modern 
Languages, Classics, Art History, 

Psychology) 

EPQ and Core English are the best 
Core options to support English 
Literature- you can do both A 

Level and English Core!



Any Questions?
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