
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Epsom College Geography Department 

Scholarship Assessment – Practice Paper and Mark Scheme 

 

There are four options in this assessment: 

Geography of Hazards 

Coastal Geography 

Urban Geography 

Population Geography 

Each option contains three questions, worth 50 marks in total.  

Choose one option and answer all questions in that option.  

 

These are A Level questions, we do not expect you to be able to answer them perfectly. Show off your 

Geographic language, evaluation skills, and thinking skills. We would happily accept answers that say : If I 

knew more about this topic I would like to explore xxxxx and compare it to xxxxx. The main objective is to 

show us how you think and to a certain extent show off your abilities as a geographer. 

 

  

  



Option 1: Geography of Hazards 

a) Study Figure 1. Explain the degree to which the area of the Philippines might be subject to tectonic hazards.  

[10 Marks] 

 

            Figure 1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) Explain how three secondary hazards caused by earthquakes. 

                                                                                                              [10 Marks] 

 

 

 

 

c) Discuss, with reference to examples, the reasons why some communities are more vulnerable than others to  

tectonic hazards. Your answer should take the structured form of an essay, with an introduction, main body 

and conclusion. 

                                                                                                                                                  [30 Marks] 

   

 

 

 

 



Option 2: Urban Geography 

a) Study Figure 2. Explain the characteristics of the urban landscape shown.  
 

 
                  [10 marks] 

                                                                                  Figure 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
b) Explain the extent to which retailing is still located in the central areas of urban settlements 

 

                  [10 marks] 

 
 

 

 

 

C) Discuss the statement below.  

 

“Addressing socio-economic issues is more important than dealing with environmental challenges in the 

management of urban areas.” 

 

 

To what extent do you agree with this view? With reference to at least one named location discuss if 

management strategies should focus on improving socio-economic challenges or environmental challenges. Your 

answer should take the structured form of an essay, with an introduction, main body and conclusion.  

 

                                                                                                                             [30 marks] 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Option 3: Population Geography 

 

 

a) Study Figure 3. Explain the spatial variation of asylum seekers to the European Union.  

  

                                                                                                                                         [10 marks] 

                                   

                                                                                 Figure 3.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) For a chosen case study of one country’s population policy, explain the nature of the population problem(s) 

experienced by the country. 

 

[10 marks] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c) Discuss, with the aid of examples, the challenges for countries at Stage 5 of the demographic transition model.   
 

Use specific countries to help you answer this question. Your answer should take the structured form of an 

essay, with an introduction, main body and conclusion.  

[30 marks] 

 

 



Option 4: Coastal Geography 

 

a) Study Figure 4. Outline evidence that suggests marine erosion is occuring along this coastline  

 [10 Marks] 

                                Figure 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b) Explain the factors that create an erosional coastline. 

[10 Marks] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c) Discuss the statement below.  

 

‘No amount of coastal intervention by people can halt the natural processes which continue to present potentially 
serious risks to coastal communities now and even more so in the future.’ 

 

To what extent do you agree with this view? Your answer should take the structured form of an essay, with an 

introduction, main body and conclusion.  

       [30 Marks] 

 

 

 



Option 1: Geography of Hazards Mark Scheme 

a)  
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Option 2: Urban Geography Mark Scheme  
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Option 3: Population Geography Mark Scheme 

a)  
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Option 4: Coastal Geography Mark Scheme 

a)  
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c)  


